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The Abortive Treatment of Syphilis. 

Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson has recently {TheLancet, February 25,1888) 
published his matured opinions respecting the treatment of syphilis. This 
paper is marked by the painstaking accuracy and sincerity characteristic of 
its eminent author. 

In using the term a abortive,” Mr. Hutchinson means to express a method 
which arrests tho development of specific manifestations—which suppresses 
the secondary phenomena. It consists in the administration of mercury from 
the earliest expression of a specific character in the sore. He prefers hydrar¬ 
gyrum cum crela, which he gives in grain doses, three, four, five, or six times 
a day, according to the conditions present. He rather intimates that any 
“suspicious sore”—any sore having an appearance suggestive of specific 
infection, yet not having fully developed specific characteristics—should be 
treated by the abortive plan, with discretion. At the earliest appearance of 
specific attributes in the sore, Mr. Hutchinson begins the mercurial treatment 
and carries it steadily on, carefully avoiding the production of salivation. He 
holds that mercury is the “antidote” to the specific virus, that it destroys 
the microbe, to the existence of which he fully commits himself; but recog¬ 
nizing the persistent viability of the parasite, be persists in the administration 
of the antidote through many months. The practical result is, that the sec¬ 
ondary manifestations are suppressed, that the patient is spared the sore 
mouth, the eruptions, the baldness, etc., of that period, and that no ill effects 
are produced by the mercury, which, if the dose were small, and not too fre¬ 
quently administered, could he used during the whole period given up to the 
secondary stage under other management. 

In the discussion that followed the reading of Mr. Hutchinson’s paper, 
various opinions were expressed, but it is evident that the early and persistent 
use of mercury is the most popular treatment. Mr. Bloxam thought that a 
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six months’ treatment by mercury is not long enough, and that the subcuta¬ 
neous mode of using the remedy is the best. Mr. Malcolm Morris waits until 
the secondary manifestations are pronounced before beginning the use of 
mercury. 


Poisoning by Antipyrin. 

An increasing experience in the use of antipyrin has developed the fact 
that this remedy is not without its unpleasant, even dangerous, action. The 
freedom with which it is now given, especially in France, must be restricted, 
if dangerous, or fatal, results are to be avoided. Dr. Oscar Jennings, 
of London, has recently published cases in which erythema and other cuta¬ 
neous affections, depression of the circulation, and various cerebral symp¬ 
toms were caused by ordinary doses ( Lancet , p. 364,1888). Several cases of 
severe urticaria (erythema nodosum ?) have been reported from this country, 
and Professor G. S6e mentions some instances as occurring in France. 

Antipyrin in Migraine. 

The evidence regarding the effects of antipyrin in relieving migraine is 
quite conclusive. In the number of The Practitioner quoted above there is a 
short paper by Mr. Bokenham, of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, on this use 
of antipyrin. His especial experience is: the success of small doses in 
affording complete relief, no single dose exceeding four grains. Sir. Boken- 
ham well says, that the unpleasant symptoms caused by large doses may be 
readily avoided, since such small dose3 as two or three grains will afford 
prompt relief to severe attacks. His experience now embraces twenty-six 
cases of migraine, observed during two months, and all of these were promptly 
relieved. 


Italian Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 

Prof. Enrico de Kenzi {II Morgagni , abstract in Centralbl. fur d. gesammte 
Therapie, February, 1888) passes under review the influence of creasote by 
the stomach and by inhalation; of iodoform, turpentine, iodine, sulphuretted 
hydrogen, sulphurous acid, etc., by inhalation, and of the gaseous rectal 
injections. 

Excellent results were had from the iodoform inhalations, and also from 
sulphuretted hydrogen. Creasote in considerable doses greatly lessened the 
bronchial muco-pus and the purulent matter of cavities, and exercised a 
favorable influence over the general nutrition. 

The following formula was used: 

Creosote (pure).5 parts. 

Alcohol, | 

Balsam of Peru syrup, t . . . .of each, 100 parts. 

Water, ) 

Dose, a tablespoonful. 

The rectal gas injections exercised a favorable influence on cough and 
expectoration, but had no effect on the existing pulmonary lesions. 
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He concludes that the most clearly curative effecta are obtained by large 
use of iodine and iodoform. 

Amylene-hydrate as a Hypnotic. 

In the first number for 1888 of Dsut. vied. Wochenschr. an elaborate clinical 
study of the hypnotic action of amylene-hydrate appears from Prof. Riegel's 
clinic, by Georg Avellis. 

As respects its rank as a hypnotic, it stands between chloral and paralde¬ 
hyde. The doses that will cause sleep range from twenty to forty grains, the 
smaller acting two to three hoars, and the larger, four to six hours. In 
character the sleep corresponds to the normal, and no headache or nausea 
follows. Respiration is not embarrassed, and the blood-pressure, which is 
lowered in normal sleep, is not changed in the sleep produced by amylene. 

The disagreeable taste and irritating effects are the most unpleasant facta 
connected with its administration. Avellis recommends syrup of blackberries 
(syrupus rubi) to disguise its taste. It is found to act especially well when 
administered by the rectum. One “intelligent patient” is referred to who 
perceived the taste of amylene in three minutes after the rectal injection. 

Tobacco Amblyopia. 

Mb. St. Claib Buxton ( Lancet, February 25,1888) finds the following 
formula uniformly successful in curing tobacco amblyopia: 

Liq. hydrarg. perchloridi (B. P.) .... 3ss. 

Potassii iodidi.gr.xij. 

Aqu® destil.ad. sj. 

To the above he adds for simultaneous administration the following pill: 

Ext nucis vomic..gr. ss. 

Ext. hyoscyami.gr. j. 

Ft pil. no. i. The pill of this strength is given three times a day, and 
with the solution. 

Combinations of Phenol with Mercury, and their Therapeutical 
Uses. 

In a communication to the Paris Academy of Medicine (Revue de Tkerap., 
Feb. 15, 1888), M. G. Pouchet announces that he has succeeded in making 
combinations of mono-atomic carbolic acid with mercury, and with calomel, 
also. He proposes these preparations for intramuscular injection in the 
treatment of syphilis, as substitutes for the calomel and yellow oxide prepara¬ 
tions now used. He also advises these combinations for internal administra¬ 
tion when a safe and powerful antiseptic is indicated. 

Lactic Acid in the Diarrhoeas of Children. 

Dr. G. Hayem, more than a year ago, called attention to the remarkable 
utility of lactic acid in the diarrhoeas of children. Recently, in a communi¬ 
cation to the Academy of Medicine (Revue de Thtrap., Feb. 15), he has 
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renewed his suggestion, and presented new evidence of the value of the 
remedy. He finds that better results are had from larger doses than he 
formerly advised. In the more severe cases he has administered a two per 
cent, solution up to twenty teaspoonfuls in the course of twenty-four hours. 
The formula employed by him is the following: 

Lactic acid (pure!.oes. 

Syrup!.&'• 

Water. 5 iij. 

The strength of this is about one minim to the teaspoonful. The quantity 
given will vary with the age of the subject and the nature of the attack. M. 
Sevestre, one of the physicians to the Children’s Hospital, confirms the state¬ 
ments of Ilnyem regarding the therapeutic power of the remedy iu question, 
and he also finds that a considerable quantity is required to effect the best 
results. The latest experience demonstrates that a teaspoonful of the two 
per cent, solution should be given every five minutes in the worst cases, and 
from this up to a teaspoonful an hour; the amount required varies with the 
conditions present. 


Chloral nr Diphtheria. 

Dr. A. Mercier, of Besan<jon, has utilized with remarkable success the 
antiseptic action of chloral in the treatment of diphtheria. If indications 
demand, an emetic may properly begin the treatment. The preparation used 
is the syrup of chloral of the French Codex, the strength of which is twenty 
per cent, or one ounce of chloral to five ounces of syrup. Of this prepara¬ 
tion the patient gets, every half-hour, two, three, or five grammes (Sss-ojss), 
and no drink is allowed for some time that the syrup may retain its hold on 
the raucous membrane. In forty-eight hours after the treatment ib begun, 
the false membrane is dissolved and disappears. The administration of the 
chloral then becomes painful, and when all of the false membrane has disap¬ 
peared the Byrup is discontinued. In persons of a blonde type, the membrane 
disappears more slowly—often not until the third day. 

Externally to the neck, Dr.'Mercier applies, by friction, belladonna oint¬ 
ment. The patient is allowed to indulge his own tastes in the matter of food 
and drink. 

Apropos of the treatment of diphtheria, it must be mentioned that Da. 
Corbin, of Brooklyn, has just published some remarkable experiences which 
should have wide publicity (New York Medical Journal, March 10). He 
reports the treatment of sixteen cases of “laryngeal diphtheria” with mer¬ 
curial fumigations, and of these three died—“ two of albuminuria two weeks 
after apparent recovery, and one from blood-poisoning” (septiciemia?). 
Besides these treated by himself, Dr. Corbin refers to fourteen cases treated 
by the same method by other physicians on his suggestion. Of the thirty 
cases in all, twenty-five recovered—the mortality being thus sixteen per cent., 
truly a remarkable result in cases of that character. 

The method consists in the following details: Over a child’s crib barrel- 
hoops are secured, and a flannel blanket tied, making a tent or canopy. " In 
the case of a child eight or ten years of age, he volatilizes from forty grains 
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to a drachm of mild chloride. He keep9 the child under the canopy twenty 
minutes, when the blanket is removed. This is repeated every two or three 
hours during the first day. The fumigations are repeated as found neces¬ 
sary, and for several days up to and over a week from the first. “At the 
beginning and end of a fumigation milk punch or wine is given,” and 
throughout strict attention to alimentation is of fundamental importance. 

Treatment of Psoriasis by Iodide of Potassium. 

Dr. Haslund [Vierteljahra. Jur Dermatol, u. Syph., No. 3; quoted by 
Revue de Therap., Feb. 15, 1888) reports that of 50 cases of psoriasis treated 
with iodide of potassium according to the method of Grences, 40 were cured, 
4 were improved, and 6 were not at all benefited. The method of adminis¬ 
tration consisted in giving at the outset three grammes (fifty grains) a day, 
and this was increased gradually to fifty grammes (nearly two ounces). The 
treatment has averaged seven weeks in duration, and although iodism with 
its attendant troubles has been produced. Dr. Haslund feels that he is justified 
in strongly urging the use of this remedy. 

Uses of Cannabis Indica. 

Dr. McConnell, Surgeon-Major Bengal Medical Service {The Practitioner, 
February, 1888), narrates his experience in the use of cannabis indica. His 
observations, made in India, may need some qualification in their applica- 


tions to European and American humanity. 


Small doses of the tincture and fluid extract (rq,v to nix) have been found 

useful in anorexia, in “ dyspeptic diarrhoea,” 
diarrheea. He advises the following formula: 

and in the ordinary summer 

R.—Tinct cannabis indie. 

. nix-nixx. 

Bismuthi subnitrat. 

. gr. x. 

Spts. chloroformi .... 

. . Ulxx. 

Mucil. acacite. 

. OSS. 

Aquse cinnam. .. 

. • sj-11. 

Big. One dose. 



As a hypnotic, Dr. McConnell has found it useful, especially when aided 
by small doses of chloral or bromide of potassium. 


Dysmenobrhqba. 

The following combination is recommended by Goubert: 


R.—Iodoformi. 2 grains. 

Ext belladonnte.* grain. 

Asafcetidm.4 grains. 


Ft pil. i. Six of these pill3 are given daily, and from six to ten days 
before the menses appear. 

The Subcutaneous Injection of Methylal in Delirium Tremens. 
Prof. v. Krafft-Ebing, of Gratz, reports the results of the subcutaneous 
use of methylal in twenty-one cases of delirium tremens {Therapeutieche 
Monalekefte, February, 1888). 
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He finds it to be the best agent for producing sleep in this disease. It is 
more especially adapted to any anemic condition of the nervous system, and 
is not so useful when hyperemia exists. 


Iodoform Mixture. 

Bouchard proposes the following: 

Iodoform.8 grains. 

Ether. . sij. 

Vegetable charcoal, powdered .... siv. 

After thorough mixture, and before evaporation 
of the ether, add Glycerine .... 5 iij. 

Methylal. 

For the topical application of this new anodyne, the following is used: 

MethylaL . ..15 parts. 

01. amygdal. expres.85. “ M. 
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Ah Epidemic of Measles. 

Hodges (Boston Med. and Surg. Joum., February 2, 1888) reports an 
epidemic of 45 cases occurring in one institution, and interesting from several 
points of view. It could be very definitely determined that the period of 
incubation lasted in 1 case nine days, in 1 eleven days, in 16 from eleven to 
twelve days, and in 1 fourteen days. Examination of the throat showed a 
varying amount of congestion, and in three instances where this was very 
marked diphtheria followed in twenty-four hours. Five patients died; 4 
from diphtheria and 1 from capillary bronchitis. The eruption reached its 
height on the fifth and sixth day, and lasted twelve to fourteen days. In 8 
cases it did not disappear for over three weeks. Desquamation was noticed in 
over half the cases: in a few of which large pieces of cuticle were thrown off. 
Aphtha of the lips and tongue was observed in 9 cases, and otitis occurred 
in 25 cases. 

A Case of Hereditary Chorea in the Adult. 

Zacher (Nearolog. OeniralbL, 1888, No. 2) reports a case of this exceedingly 
rare disease. The patient, forty-five years old, was well until four years ago, 





